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Housekeeping
All registrants will receive an email shortly after the event with 
today's webinar slides and resources.

The recording, resources, and slides from today’s webinar will be 
available on AIM’s website in the coming weeks.

Add any questions you have for our panelists to the Q&A box, and 
they will be addressed at the end.

Take a few moments to answer the survey questions that pop up 
in your browser after the webinar. 

https://www.immunizationmanagers.org/
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Elana Kieffer Blass, MBA
Director of Strategic Alliances
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Speaker Introductions
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Immunization Section Chief
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Meaningful Lives As We Age

Adults Need Vaccines Too: 
Strategies to Support and Improve Older Adult Vaccination 

Efforts Through Partnerships

Association of Immunization Managers, June 2026

Elana Kieffer Blass, MBA



Gerontological Society of America
• Largest professional society dedicated to 

advancing innovation on aging across the lifespan
• Multidisciplinary membership (6,500+)
• Areas of Focus:

• Stimulating research on aging
• Providing person-centered interdisciplinary care of older 

adults
• Advocating for policy that advances meaningful lives as 

we age
• Educating the next generation of experts in aging  

           www.geron.org



Concentric Value of Vaccination

Support provided by CSL Seqirus, GSK, Johnson & Johnson, Moderna, Pfizer, and Sanofi



Concentric Value of Vaccination

geron.org/cvv



Concentric Value of Vaccination



Mis/Disinformation*
• Misinformation: false or misleading information shared without the 

intent to deceive or cause harm
 

 Example: “My chronic conditions mean I should not be 
vaccinated.”

• Disinformation: spreading false or misleading information 
with the intent to deceive or cause harm
 

 Example: “The COVID vaccine is unsafe and ineffective, 
 but buying these supplements is a proven way to protect 
 your family.”

*Definition from Coalition for Trust in Health & Science



From Alliance for Aging Research’s Our Best Shot: The Truth About Vaccines for 
You and Your Loved Ones









Recommendations for Conversations* 
 • Listen with empathy and don’t dismiss or ridicule. Read GSA’s 

“Communicating with Older Adults” and/or watch the 3-minute video 
for guidance

• Do your best to engage the person sharing misinformation one-on-
one

• Use inclusive language like “I understand,” “I’ve been confused too,” 
“our community,” “we,” and “us” 

• If someone shares information on a website, see if it ends in a 
.gov/.edu/.org

*Adapted from the Coalition for Trust in Health & Science and the Association of Health Care Journalists

https://issuu.com/gsastrategicalliances/docs/communicating_with_older_adults?fr=sZTM0MTg0OTgxMTM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AlaSGpi7sa8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AlaSGpi7sa8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AlaSGpi7sa8


Practical Recommendations*  
• Ask the older person if they have received vaccines, esp. in 

anticipation of a doctor’s appointment

• Encourage discussion with health care provider (who continues 
to be a trusted source of information)

• Utilize this CDC webpage for people who are homebound to 
access vaccines

*Adapted from the Coalition for Trust in Health & Science and the Association of Health Care Journalists

https://www.cdc.gov/covid/vaccines/getting-your-covid-19-vaccine.html


LearnWhatToTrust.org



Additional Information

Organizations

• Coalition for Trust in Health & 

Science

• The Evidence Collective

• Vaccine Integrity Project

Resources

• Vaccine Trends and Misinformation 
among Older Adults (AHCJ)

• Our Best Shot: The Truth About 
Vaccines for You and Your Loved Ones 
(AFAR)

• GSA’s Concentric Value of Vaccination

• GSA’s Ageism in Health Care 

https://trustinhealthandscience.org/
https://trustinhealthandscience.org/
https://trustinhealthandscience.org/
https://www.evicollective.org/
https://www.evicollective.org/
https://vaxintegrity.cidrap.umn.edu/
https://vaxintegrity.cidrap.umn.edu/
https://healthjournalism.org/blog/2026/02/vaccine-trends-and-misinformation-among-older-adults/
https://healthjournalism.org/blog/2026/02/vaccine-trends-and-misinformation-among-older-adults/
https://healthjournalism.org/blog/2026/02/vaccine-trends-and-misinformation-among-older-adults/
https://www.agingresearch.org/document/our-best-shot-the-truth-about-vaccines-for-you-and-your-loved-ones/
https://www.agingresearch.org/document/our-best-shot-the-truth-about-vaccines-for-you-and-your-loved-ones/
https://www.agingresearch.org/document/our-best-shot-the-truth-about-vaccines-for-you-and-your-loved-ones/
https://gsaenrich.geron.org/ageism
https://gsaenrich.geron.org/ageism


Vaccines support more than disease 
prevention—they strengthen 

resilience. Hear from vaccine expert Dr. 
Barbara Resnick to explore the societal 

& personal value of immunization and 
how a resilience framework can promote 

healthy aging & strong communities.
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Deepa Mavani, MPH
Immunization Section Chief
Connecticut Public Health 



Connecticut Public Health

From Policy to Practice: 
Advancing Adult Vaccination in 
Connecticut Through 
Partnerships

Deepa Mavani, MPH
Immunization Section Chief
Connecticut Department of Public Health

June 23, 2026
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Public Act 26-3: 
AN ACT ESTABLISHING CONNECTICUT 
VACCINE STANDARDS (HB 5044) 

• Recently enacted legislation 
safeguards and expands adult 
vaccine access

• Funds a pilot adult flu program
• Success will depend on leveraging 

existing infrastructure and strategic 
partnerships

Connecticut's 
Opportunity to 
Expand Adult 
Vaccine Access
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Aging population

Vaccines coverage below targets

Older adults are at higher risk

Barriers to vaccination remain

Partnerships can improve access and 
uptake

Why Adult 
Vaccination 
Matters in 
Connecticut



CT's Adult Immunization Infrastructure

CT Vaccines for 
Adults 
Program (CVFA)

LHDs, FQHCs, 
Community 
vaccinators

Uninsured & 
Underinsured 
Adults (19+) 

317
CVFA Program Foundation:
• ~$700,000 annual vaccine investment 

(SFY2025)
• 6,500+ adult vaccine doses distributed 

annually
• Limited vaccines available for uninsured 

and underinsured adults
• 65 enrolled provider sites statewide
• Strong IIS infrastructure through CT WiZ
• Mandated statewide reporting of all 

administered vaccines

https://datawrapper.dwcdn.net/ojN6g/6/


Immunization Data: Flu

Source: CT Department of Public Health 2025-2026 Viral Respiratory Disease Surveillance Dashboard

CT saw an overall 1% 
increase in 

Flu vaccine uptake this 
season 

compared to last.

• Largest increase in 65+
• Decrease among 19-

64yrs

https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiMjkxNjk0ZTItOTFkNy00YWZiLTk4ZmYtMTFlN2ZkNmM5OTE0IiwidCI6IjExOGI3Y2ZhLWEzZGQtNDhiOS1iMDI2LTMxZmY2OWJiNzM4YiJ9
https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiMjkxNjk0ZTItOTFkNy00YWZiLTk4ZmYtMTFlN2ZkNmM5OTE0IiwidCI6IjExOGI3Y2ZhLWEzZGQtNDhiOS1iMDI2LTMxZmY2OWJiNzM4YiJ9
https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiMjkxNjk0ZTItOTFkNy00YWZiLTk4ZmYtMTFlN2ZkNmM5OTE0IiwidCI6IjExOGI3Y2ZhLWEzZGQtNDhiOS1iMDI2LTMxZmY2OWJiNzM4YiJ9
https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiMjkxNjk0ZTItOTFkNy00YWZiLTk4ZmYtMTFlN2ZkNmM5OTE0IiwidCI6IjExOGI3Y2ZhLWEzZGQtNDhiOS1iMDI2LTMxZmY2OWJiNzM4YiJ9


59 local public health 
departments or districts 
serving 169 towns and 2 
tribal health departments 

Local Health AgenciesCVFA Program
65 providers: LHDs, 
FQHCs, hospitals, 
community vaccinators 

Building Through Existing Partnerships

8 local IAP contracts with 
16 IAP staff

151 members: LHDs, providers, 
community organizations, 
professional associations, and 
vaccinators 



CT DPH supports a contract in partnership with the American Lung 
Association 

Mission: Empower, educate, promote awareness, and remove barriers 
to encourage vaccination across Connecticut communities.

Goals & Initiatives:
• Improve access to adult immunizations
• Increase adult immunization rates statewide

Coalition Activities:
• Monthly member meetings
• Development of resources: toolkits, videos, social media
• Annual Spring Workshop
• Annual Respiratory Virus Disease Update conference Coalition 

Home Page

Connecticut Immunization Coalition

https://portal.ct.gov/dph/individuals-and-families/immunizations/immunization-coalition-landing-page?language=en_US
https://portal.ct.gov/dph/individuals-and-families/immunizations/immunization-coalition-landing-page?language=en_US


Immunization Action Plan:  
Improving vaccine access, confidence, & 
coverage

Data-informed outreach and quality 
improvement

Strategies to improve vaccine delivery

Partnership-driven approaches to 
increase coverage

Community Engagement

Effect of vaccination coordinators on socioeconomic disparities in immunization among the 2006 Connecticut birth 
cohort - PubMed (nih.gov)

IAPs build local partnerships with libraries, providers, 
pharmacies, schools, senior centers, and more. 
Because our IAPs live and work in their communities, 
they can tailor resources to meet local needs.

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24228642/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24228642/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24228642/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24228642/


Need to Action: CT's Path to Expanding Adult Vaccine Access

Changing Environment CT Legislation Planning Partner 
Engagement Implementation

Federal 
recommendations 
are encoded into 
state statutes & rules 
governing 
clinical practice and 
vaccine requirements

• FDA 
• ACIP/CDCFederal

• Laws
• RegulationsState

• Clinician authority
• Insurance coverage
• Vaccine access

Clinical 
Practice



PA26-3: An Act Establishing Connecticut Vaccine Standards

Changing Environment CT Legislation Planning Partner 
Engagement Implementation

Establishes a Connecticut Immunization Standard of Care
• Requires the DPH Commissioner to establish an immunization standard of care for all 

CT residents
• Considers recommendations from AAP, AAFP, ACOG, and ACIP
• Creates a consistent framework for immunization policy and programs

Modernizes Vaccine Procurement and Funding
• Aligns vaccine purchasing and funding with Connecticut's standard of care
• Provides flexibility for DPH to procure vaccines through multiple mechanisms, when 

needed

Expands Adult Vaccine Access
• Establishes a DPH-administered adult vaccine program (SFY27 Funding $892,000)

• Expands flu access for uninsured and underinsured adults age 19+ in SFY27
• Expands vaccination requirements for nursing home residents to include all 

respiratory viral diseases



CVFA– Flu Expansion

Changing Environment CT Legislation Planning Partner 
Engagement Implementation

Pilot Launch – Fall 2026
• Influenza being added to CVFA
• Adults 19+ who are un- or underinsured
• Builds on existing infrastructure

Building Foundation for Future Expansion
• Pilot informs future program design
• Supports long-term adult vaccine access planning

Partnerships Are Essential
• Public health, healthcare, & community collaboration
• Expand reach, access and awareness
• Helps reach older adults and other priority populations

CTDPH’s

CVFA Flu 
Pilot

LHDs

FQHCs

Professional 
Associations

Immunization 
Coalition

IAPs

Aging Services 
Organizations



Understanding Vaccine Confidence Among Adults Ages  55–70 in CT

Top questions and concerns:
• Safety and side effects 54%
• Effectiveness 37%
• Vaccine ingredients 37%
• Lack of long-term safety data 35%
• Concerns about getting too many 

vaccines at once 24%

Top drivers of uncertainty:
• Conflicting information 53%
• Changing guidance 38%
• Pharmaceutical distrust 36%
• Authority skepticism 36%
• Mandates 33%
• Previous adverse reactions 24%

Most residents cross-reference multiple sources to formulate their views.
• 83% Get their vaccine recommendation from their doctor/HCP 
• Underserved adults are more likely to turn to family and friends

I ask family, friends, and PCPs for the most part. 
I do a lot of my own research and read the good, bad, 

and in between.
– Rural Resident, Focus Group



Building Confidence and Reaching Older Adults

Building Vaccine Confidence
• Developing FAQs on respiratory viruses and vaccines
• Addressing common questions from older adults
• Creating accessible, shareable educational materials

Reaching Older Adults Where They Are
• Collaboration with LHDs and long-term care facilities
• Multi-generational health communication approaches
• Engaging family members and caregivers in vaccine decision-making

Expanding Community Access
• Outreach to rural communities
• Language and cultural adaptation of materials
• Exploring mobile service opportunities through agency partnerships



Expanding adult vaccination requires 
more than access—it requires 
• trusted partnerships
• clear communication
• coordinated implementation



THANK YOU!

ct.gov/immunizations

410 Capitol Ave, 11MUN
Hartford, CT 06103

Deepa Mavani, MPH
CT DPH

deepa.mavani@ct.gov

860-560-7929

https://www.facebook.com/CTPublicHealth/
https://www.instagram.com/ctdph/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/connecticut-department-of-public-health
https://x.com/CTDPH
https://www.youtube.com/ctdph
https://www.youtube.com/@ctdphpodcast
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AIM & Partner Resources

Partners
• Concentric Value of Vaccination | Gerontological Society of America
• Coalition for Trust in Health and Science
• LearnWhatToTrust.org
• VaxTrack | GSK

AIM
• Vaccine Confidence Toolkit
• Immunization Coalition Toolkit
• Immunization Program Directory 

https://url.avanan.click/v2/r01/___http:/www.geron.org/cvv___.YXAzOmFzc29jaWF0aW9ub2ZpbW11bml6YXRpb25tYW5hZ2VyczphOm86ZGYwNmYyYTY1OGRhMjM5YjAxNDI2ZmEzNTliYjgyOGI6Nzo0YmQ2OmQzYmM4OWMwZjE4ZWE3YzJhNTlmOGRjNjA3MTlmNjRmNTIyOGU0NDllMjU0YmQzZWUwMWVmMTIwMWJlNTc0MTk6aDpUOkY
https://url.avanan.click/v2/r01/___http:/www.geron.org/cvv___.YXAzOmFzc29jaWF0aW9ub2ZpbW11bml6YXRpb25tYW5hZ2VyczphOm86ZGYwNmYyYTY1OGRhMjM5YjAxNDI2ZmEzNTliYjgyOGI6Nzo0YmQ2OmQzYmM4OWMwZjE4ZWE3YzJhNTlmOGRjNjA3MTlmNjRmNTIyOGU0NDllMjU0YmQzZWUwMWVmMTIwMWJlNTc0MTk6aDpUOkY
https://url.avanan.click/v2/r01/___https:/trustinhealthandscience.org/___.YXAzOmFzc29jaWF0aW9ub2ZpbW11bml6YXRpb25tYW5hZ2VyczphOm86ZGYwNmYyYTY1OGRhMjM5YjAxNDI2ZmEzNTliYjgyOGI6NzpmMGExOjE4ZjlhNGZiZTdkYzk2Yzc2NDEzZDNlOTZkNzlhNGEwZmE4NDk5YmZlZmQ5NWNlMjRhNDZiNDY1OWM4NzQ4MDI6aDpUOkY
https://url.avanan.click/v2/r01/___https:/trustinhealthandscience.org/___.YXAzOmFzc29jaWF0aW9ub2ZpbW11bml6YXRpb25tYW5hZ2VyczphOm86ZGYwNmYyYTY1OGRhMjM5YjAxNDI2ZmEzNTliYjgyOGI6NzpmMGExOjE4ZjlhNGZiZTdkYzk2Yzc2NDEzZDNlOTZkNzlhNGEwZmE4NDk5YmZlZmQ5NWNlMjRhNDZiNDY1OWM4NzQ4MDI6aDpUOkY
https://url.avanan.click/v2/r01/___https:/learnwhattotrust.org/___.YXAzOmFzc29jaWF0aW9ub2ZpbW11bml6YXRpb25tYW5hZ2VyczphOm86ZGYwNmYyYTY1OGRhMjM5YjAxNDI2ZmEzNTliYjgyOGI6NzoxM2JlOjRhMDNhODM1ZTA1NjVjOTY2NWY1MTE1MzlkZjdiODA3NDQzNDA2ZmYzNWQyMjI3MzhkYjIzYzc5ZjM0N2ZjZDI6aDpUOkY
https://url.avanan.click/v2/r01/___https:/learnwhattotrust.org/___.YXAzOmFzc29jaWF0aW9ub2ZpbW11bml6YXRpb25tYW5hZ2VyczphOm86ZGYwNmYyYTY1OGRhMjM5YjAxNDI2ZmEzNTliYjgyOGI6NzoxM2JlOjRhMDNhODM1ZTA1NjVjOTY2NWY1MTE1MzlkZjdiODA3NDQzNDA2ZmYzNWQyMjI3MzhkYjIzYzc5ZjM0N2ZjZDI6aDpUOkY
https://www.vaccinetrack.com/
https://www.vaccinetrack.com/
https://www.immunizationmanagers.org/resources-toolkits/vaccine-confidence-toolkit/
https://www.immunizationmanagers.org/resources-toolkits/vaccine-confidence-toolkit/
https://www.immunizationmanagers.org/resources/immunization-coalition-toolkit/
https://www.immunizationmanagers.org/resources/immunization-coalition-toolkit/
https://www.immunizationmanagers.org/about-aim/program-manager-directory/
https://www.immunizationmanagers.org/about-aim/program-manager-directory/


Association of Immunization Managers  |  40

Upcoming Adult Immunization Webinars
Adults Need Vaccines Too: Strategies to Support and Improve 
Adult Vaccination Efforts Through Addressing Medicaid and 
Medicare Challenges

• July 14, 1-2 pm ET | Register here

Adults Need Vaccines Too: Strategies to Support and Improve 
Adult Vaccination Efforts Through Data Use and Transparency 

• Details coming soon! 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_R4ZADJBjRJyk4bthUDtFcA
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Housekeeping
All registrants will receive an email shortly after the event with 
today's webinar slides and resources.

The recording, resources, and slides from today’s webinar will be 
available on AIM’s website in the coming weeks.

Take a few moments to answer the survey questions that pop up 
in your browser after the webinar. 

https://www.immunizationmanagers.org/


Thank you!
Association of Immunization 
Managers

immunizationmanagers.org

@AIMimmunization

https://www.linkedin.com/company/association-of-immunization-managers/
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