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Are The 
Vaccines 
Safe?

o The three authorized vaccines were 
developed in a faster than usual process, 
but all were extensively tested for both 
safety and efficacy and met FDA safety 
standards

o They will be carefully monitored to detect 
any problems or side effects

o Millions of people in the U.S. (and in other 
countries) have already received COVID-19 
vaccines
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Vaccine Safety 
Monitoring

⚬ After a vaccine is authorized or approved 
for use, many vaccine safety monitoring 
systems watch for adverse events (possible 
side effects)

⚬ This monitoring can pick up adverse events 
that may not have been seen in the 
clinical trials

⚬ If an unexpected adverse event is seen, 
experts quickly study it further to assess 
whether it is a true safety concern, and 
then decide whether changes are 
needed in U.S. vaccine recommendations
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Dispelling Common Myths 
About the Vaccine
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Source

https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/health/conditions-and-diseases/coronavirus/coronavirus-vaccines-infographic


COVID-19  
Vaccine: 
The Facts

Key Facts About COVID-19 Vaccination
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COVID-19 vaccines 
cannot give you 
COVID-19

People who have 
already gotten sick 
with COVID-19 may 
still benefit from 
getting vaccinated

Getting 
vaccinated can 
help prevent 
getting sick with 
COVID-19

COVID-19 
vaccines will 
not cause you 
to test positive 
on COVID-19 
viral tests*



COVID-19 
Vaccine:
The Facts

COVID-19 Vaccination will Help Protect You 
from COVID-19

Getting a COVID-19 vaccine...
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May help keep you from 
getting severely ill, even 
if you do get COVID-19

Will help create an 
immune response in your 

body against the virus



Frequently Asked Questions

o If I had COVID-19, do I need the vaccine?  
o Yes. People who had COVID-19 are recommended to get the vaccine after they have 

recovered.

o Can a person spread the virus after they are vaccinated against COVID-
19?  

o The COVID-19 vaccines have been shown to be highly effective at preventing disease, but they 
might not prevent infection without symptoms. What this means is that if a vaccinated person can 
still be infected, even without symptoms, they could spread the virus. 

o Studies will soon be completed to determine whether this is possible. However, given this 
uncertainty, vaccinated people should still use masks and practice social distancing measures.
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Frequently Asked Questions

o What if I have a pre-existing condition, like asthma or diabetes can I get the 
vaccine? 

o Adults of any age with certain underlying medical conditions are at increased risk for severe illness 
from the virus that causes COVID-19

o COVID-19 vaccines may be administered to people with underlying medical conditions provided 
they have not had a severe or immediate allergic reaction to any ingredients in the vaccine

o How long does immunity last from the vaccine? 
o We won’t know how long immunity produced by vaccination lasts until we have more data on 

how well the vaccines work
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/allergic-reaction.html


Frequently Asked Questions

o What If I have an autoimmune disorder, can I get the vaccine?
o People with autoimmune conditions may receive the authorized COVID-19 vaccines

o However, they should be aware that no data are currently available on the safety of the COVID-19 
vaccines for them. 

o Individuals from this group were eligible for enrollment in clinical trials

o What if I have a weakened immune system? 
o People with weakened immune systems due to other illnesses or medication might be at increased risk for 

severe COVID-19. They may receive a COVID-19 vaccine but be aware of the limited safety data:
o Information about COVID-19 vaccine safety for people with weakened immune systems is not yet available

o People with weakened immune systems should also be aware of the potential for reduced immune responses to the 
vaccine, as well as the need to continue following all current guidance to protect themselves against COVID-19

o Speak to your health care provider!
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html


Is it safe for me to get a COVID-19 vaccine 
if I would like to have a baby one day?
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Can a COVID-19 vaccine make me sick 
with COVID-19?
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