
 

 

 

 
The Case for Vaccinating Children Against COVID-19 

September 13, 2023 

Talking Points and Emerging Science 

• Over 10,000 infants become eligible to receive a COVID-19 vaccine EVERY DAY in the 
U.S., yet we vaccinate about 7,000 children under age 4 years PER WEEK. 

• 2,302 COVID-19 pediatric deaths as of Thursday, August 24, 2023 (CDC).  

Age group Count of deaths Percent of total 
pediatric deaths 

0-4 years 815 35% 
5-11 years 569 25% 
12-15 years 532 23% 
16-17 years 386 17% 

• Children ages 6 months to 4 years that are unvaccinated against COVID-19: CDC  

 
• Leaving children unprotected makes them vulnerable to infection from future variants 

and contributes to community spread. 
• Ongoing nervous system development in children indicates there are opportunities for 

neurological injury that are linked to COVID-19. 
• Rapid clearance of the virus in children may compromise their cellular immunity and 

ability to resist reinfection. 
• Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in Children (MIS-C) is a complication that can 

occur 2-4 weeks following COVID-19 infection. As of August 24, 2023, 9,518 children 
have been diagnosed with MIS-C and 79 have died. 

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#demographics
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/imz-managers/coverage/covidvaxview/interactive/children.html
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0304394020308375
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S152166162200290X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S152166162200290X
https://www.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/post-covid-19-conditions-in-children-and-adolescents/
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#mis-national-surveillance


 

• Pediatric symptoms of long COVID can differ from adult symptoms. Symptoms for 
children include abnormal liver enzymes, heart inflammation, changes in taste or smell, 
a cough, cold-like symptoms, hair loss, skin rashes, and diarrhea. 

• One in four children who have had COVID-19 report ongoing symptoms 4-12 weeks 
after infection. 

Why Do It 

CDC Recommendation (last updated May 23, 2023) 

• Everyone aged 6 years and older should get 1 updated Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna 
COVID-19 vaccine to be up-to-date. 

• Children aged 6 months–5 years may need multiple doses of COVID-19 vaccine to 
be up-to-date, including at least 1 dose of updated Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna 
COVID-19 vaccine, depending on the number of doses they’ve previously received and 
their age. 

AAP Recommendation (last updated August 2021) 

• The AAP recommends COVID-19 vaccination for all children and adolescents 12 years of 
age and older who do not have contraindications using a COVID-19 vaccine authorized 
for use for their age. 

ACIP Recommendation (last updated October 2022) 

• COVID-19 vaccines that are either authorized under Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) 
or approved under a Biologics License Application (BLA) are to be administered according 
to the most recent age- and vaccine-appropriate schedule included in CDC’s Interim 
Clinical Considerations for COVID-19 vaccines.  

How to Do It 

• AAP Pediatric COVID-19 Vaccine Dosing Quick Reference Guide (updated May 2023) 
• Immunize.org Checklist of Current Versions of U.S. COVID-19 Vaccination Guidance and 

Clinic Support Tools (updated May 29, 2023) 

https://covid19.nih.gov/news-and-stories/long-covid-uncommon-complication-children
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9990879/#:%7E:text=In%20addition%2C%20a%20meta%2Danalysis,25.24%20%25%20in%20children%20and%20adolescents.
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html#All
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html#All
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html#UTD
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html#Children
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html#UTD
https://watermark.silverchair.com/peds_2021052336.pdf?token=AQECAHi208BE49Ooan9kkhW_Ercy7Dm3ZL_9Cf3qfKAc485ysgAAAqQwggKgBgkqhkiG9w0BBwagggKRMIICjQIBADCCAoYGCSqGSIb3DQEHATAeBglghkgBZQMEAS4wEQQMc7-9q1uOq78RgsHzAgEQgIICV0heFVsS9lHKHJMg7057uYAUbzWoDO-Dlu51gaYQBDEVRP3ki-HD65PPFd5PPrCjhTAU-9ZQCw13AsUzzYAwiu6lQZf4Li_Y9vtkjI2PprjengjJUv0GLodCsEx8nEFjO-j_UOZNofPyxAOKllq2qjNKKTfh0XLdzxT_Mbhce9lC_cb1dNHb17vL66AXZmYe5aLJnhgNLuwaxwdCeaRio3Z7ALQj_5j5ZFxtSvLBo8gaBxCnrNVAR-pnNiPoeBnBpEp-ITNmw3ySNVirwwRlp4-O5J5DKub27GAcIrzXxmAqMhE44zjkMHNXA5da3aBXvKw26T1NhgTgmCQ_EA99CUgZZJqXjDfwvqkSb1QzkLUrU_H6FFM5benq2H1tsHZMA_ZDbyIPAc_uwokb5mN3A-sgu6aw64waroR6GQ_R525cZWXnpIdUQPwxHL_PvvU4i98D0HaUyrZKzQRbkeqF5cV-unMK0rTR88WoMPKOMhYag3GExS-mxWSu7AGboVsoBTwMbNwo62JJsta--S5mxIl4MOkeSjU7bLP8-lTGBuJ90m-V1GyTwZnJNxqPcrfDPZnTs1hT50gRYonYBoaRa8DO3GflnYF8OqgIjkH-ecFvDW85xnx0tCJt1VmrSK8VXW0d2gtpE6KnSKApoLsjyHbJ1A6i5Yn-Z2Ife3iJ1cadUcZ_KTv1bVQETTF9BiUmNHPdf8-TnDH4S54camc7_EdCrEGZt0l-VXYpuCVAsbXFmPbNHutICh5vSs_1EJmjsg0EpIhBUUJGHUHxAISgkqsvj5o6goiQ
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/vfc/downloads/resolutions/10221-COVID-19-508.pdf
https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/COVID%20Vaccine%20Dosing_Quick%20Reference.pdf?_ga=2.32482366.1602857215.1684946501-176872956.1678026747
https://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p3130.pdf
https://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p3130.pdf

