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About the AAP
• Members: 67,000
• Mission: To attain optimal physical, 

mental, and social health and well-being 
for all infants, children, adolescents, and 
young adults

• Committees, Councils, Sections: 
Leadership entities that develop AAP 
policy, educational programming and 
resources, and advocate for health 
initiatives and carrying out the AAP mission

• Chapters: 59 chapters in the United States 
and 7 chapters in Canada. 



Current Challenges for Members 
• Staffing shortages
• Payment 
• Vaccine misinformation
• Parental vaccine hesitancy
• Mental health crisis
• Burnout
• #1 Leadership Conference Resolution 

“Supporting Pediatrician Advocates 
Experiencing Adversity”



COVID-19 Policies Ending



Current Vaccine Landscape
• COVID-19 vaccine rates remain lower, especially for younger children
• Reduction in routine immunization rates

– Jan 13 MMWR reported  that national coverage with state-required vaccines among 
kindergarten students declined from 94% to approximately 93% during the 2021-2022 
school year.

– The exemption rate remained low (2.6%). 
– However, an additional 3.9% without an exemption were not up to date with measles, 

mumps and rubella vaccine.

• Proliferation of vaccine misinformation and disinformation flooding 
social media that influences families

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7202a2.htm?s_cid=mm7202a2_w


Challenges on the Horizon

• Commercialization of COVID-19 vaccine
• Potential approval and recommendation for 

nirsevimab
• Efforts to weaken school immunization 

requirements and expand vaccine exemptions at 
the state level



Immunization Advocacy



AAP Federal Immunization Priorities
• Increasing vaccine access and coverage
• Promoting vaccine confidence
• Bolstering immunization around the 

globe
• Improving the VFC program for providers 

and patients
• Achieving appropriate vaccine payment 

for pediatric practices



AAP COVID-19 Vaccine Advocacy

• AAP and its chapters provided 
crucial leadership in every step 
of the vaccine development and 
distribution planning process

• Eventually, COVID-19 vaccine 
was authorized for all children





COVID-19 Vaccine Advocacy Successes

• Provider relief funding
• Administrative flexibilities in the VFC 

program
• Passage of the VACCINES Act 
• Billions in funding for vaccine confidence
• Enhanced payment for COVID vaccine 

administration
• Improved Medicaid payment for standalone 

vaccine counseling



VACCINES Act
Vaccine Awareness Campaign to Champion 
Immunization Nationally and Enhance Safety 
(VACCINES) Act authorized CDC activities to:

• expand research to better understand vaccine 
hesitancy, areas with low vaccination rates, and 
attitudes towards vaccines

• conduct targeted interventions and awareness 
campaigns in areas with low vaccination rates



Payment for Vaccine Counseling 

• Medicaid to cover COVID-19 vaccine 
counseling visits for children up to age 21 
with 100% federal funding throughout 
the public health emergency and the 
following year 

• CMS will require states cover stand-alone 
vaccine counseling visits related to all 
pediatric vaccines under EPSDT benefit

DOCTORS DON’T GET PAID FOR TALKING TO 
PARENTS ABOUT KIDS’ COVID-19 VACCINATIONS. 

JOE BIDEN WANTS TO CHANGE THAT



Preparing for COVID Vaccine Commercialization
• Lack of additional COVID funding from 

Congress will necessitate commercialization of 
the COVID vaccine

• Timeline: Moving target
• Universal purchase of COVID vaccines will stop
• Coverage will shift to private insurance and the 

Vaccines for Children (VFC) program
• AAP advocating for policies to ease burdens on 

pediatric practices and maintain access for 
children



The bill would:

• Allow Medicaid payment for administration of 
multi-component vaccines

• Expand VFC eligibility to children in the 
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP)

• Allow underinsured children to receive vaccines 
in their medical homes

Strengthening the Vaccines for Children Program Act



State-level Engagement by AAP Chapters on 
Childhood Immunizations

• AAP state chapters have an extensive history of positive and beneficial 
engagement with state immunization programs

• The provider experience with the VFC program varies considerably by state and 
region

• AAP chapters play a leadership role in advocating for childhood immunizations 
in state legislatures--AAP chapters are independently incorporated entities 
that set their own agendas for state level advocacy 

• National AAP program staff serve as a conduit between CDC, AAP chapters, 
and state level stakeholders to address problems and propose solutions



State-level Advocacy Priorities
• Promoting and protecting state childhood immunization and 

immunization programs; opposing limitations on public health 
authority regarding childhood immunizations 

• Opposition to expansion of nonmedical exemptions; support for repeal 
of existing laws permitting nonmedical exemptions (eg, CA, NY, ME, CT)

• Improving physician payment rates for vaccine administration by public 
and private payors

• In addition to advocacy in state legislatures, public outreach/messaging 
about the value of routine childhood immunizations



VFC Opportunities: Member Feedback
• Historical challenges with timing of public vs. private 

influenza vaccine
• Administrative burden for issues such as borrowing and 

swapping
• Proper payment levels for multi-component vaccines
• Punitive VFC policies



Immunization Program Activities



GOAL

Supporting pediatricians and others to successfully 
deliver immunizations in the clinical setting



VACCINE RESOURCES FOR PEDIATRICIANS

• Pediatric COVID-19 Vaccine 
Dosing Guide

• AAP.org Practice 
Implementation Resources
– Storage/Handling
– Reminder/Recall

• PediaLink Course on Effective 
COVID-19 Vaccine 
Conversations and more

https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/COVID%20Vaccine%20Dosing_Quick%20Reference.pdf
https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/COVID%20Vaccine%20Dosing_Quick%20Reference.pdf
https://www.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/help-for-pediatricians/
https://www.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/help-for-pediatricians/
https://shop.aap.org/effective-covid-19-vaccine-conversations/?_gl=1*icymv4*_ga*NjM3ODE1MzIzLjE1MTMwMTU3ODE.*_ga_FD9D3XZVQQ*MTY0Njg1OTc1OS4yNzIuMS4xNjQ2ODYxOTYyLjA.&_ga=2.46944227.518392993.1675628006-1061460560.1516224658
https://shop.aap.org/effective-covid-19-vaccine-conversations/?_gl=1*icymv4*_ga*NjM3ODE1MzIzLjE1MTMwMTU3ODE.*_ga_FD9D3XZVQQ*MTY0Njg1OTc1OS4yNzIuMS4xNjQ2ODYxOTYyLjA.&_ga=2.46944227.518392993.1675628006-1061460560.1516224658
https://shop.aap.org/effective-covid-19-vaccine-conversations/?_gl=1*icymv4*_ga*NjM3ODE1MzIzLjE1MTMwMTU3ODE.*_ga_FD9D3XZVQQ*MTY0Njg1OTc1OS4yNzIuMS4xNjQ2ODYxOTYyLjA.&_ga=2.46944227.518392993.1675628006-1061460560.1516224658


PAYMENT SUPPORT

• COVID-19 Coding Fact Sheet and Coding Hotline
• Hassle Factor Form and Payer Advocacy
• AAP Business Case for Pricing Vaccines
• AAP Business Case for Pricing Immunization Administration
• AAP Business Case for Pricing Immunization Administration In a 

Federal or State Supplied Vaccine Environment

https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/COVID%202020.pdf?_ga=2.80481363.518392993.1675628006-1061460560.1516224658
https://form.jotform.com/201206870979058
https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/practicet_businesscasepricingvacc.pdf
https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/The%20Business%20Case%20for%20Pricing%20Imm%20Admin%20Dec%202019.pdf
https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/practicet_buscasevacc.pdf
https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/practicet_buscasevacc.pdf


TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

• Fielding inquiries
• Identifying trends, brief polls
• Connecting to state or national resources



CDC-FUNDED IMMUNIZATION GRANTS
• COVID-19, HPV and influenza, and 

routine immunization grants
• Previous grant work on influenza 

and COVID-19 vaccine for children 
and youth with special health 
care needs in hospital settings

• Emphasis on confidence, 
communication, partnerships, and 
equity



CHILD VACCINATION ACROSS AMERICA MAP

• Outbreaks of vaccine-
preventable disease

• State and national 
immunization rates

• https://downloads.aap.org/A
AP/Vaccine/index.html

https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/Vaccine/index.html
https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/Vaccine/index.html


IMMUNIZATION INITIATIVES NEWSLETTER

• Quarterly newsletter with updates, 
alerts, and resources 

• Subscribe by emailing 
immunize@aap.org with “IZNews” 
in the subject 
– Include your name, city, state 

and AAP ID (if you have one - an 
AAP ID is not required to 
subscribe)

mailto:immunize@aap.org


IMMUNIZATION SUB-GRANTS

– Micro grants to 28 AAP 
Chapters and local health 
organizations

– Activities ranging from 
needs assessments, social 
media campaigns, and 
translation of materials 



CHAPTER IMMUNIZATION REPRESENTATIVES (CIRS)
• CIRs:  

– Assist in the development and 
coordination of chapter 
immunization activities and 
educational programs

– serves as a liaison between the 
chapter and the national AAP

• Currently 44 CIRS representing 38 
chapters with recruitment ongoing



CIR ECHO TELEMENTORING SERIES

• All teach, all learn virtual community
• Curriculum covers the CIR role, vaccine confidence, and 

building partnerships at Chapter, state, and local levels
• Cohort meets monthly, started in January 2023
• AIM will be our guest speaker at the March session



IMMUNIZATION LIVING LEARNING NETWORK
• Virtual hub connecting CIRs, grantees, and 

others interested in immunizations
– Discussion boards
– Resource sharing
– Highlight successes
– Share challenges

• Join us with an AAP ID!
– Anyone is able to sign up for an AAP ID. To do 

so go to this link: aap.org and click “Create an 
Account”

– Then, let Sara Lolley slolley@aap.org know 
you would like to be added

mailto:avanderhoek@aap.org


Immunization 
Messaging/Communications



HEALTHYCHILDREN.ORG

• Public facing – for families
• Immunization page 

on Healthychildren.org
• Getting My COVID-19 Vaccine –

currently most popular
• Site has 9 million page 

views/month

https://healthychildren.org/english/safety-prevention/immunizations/pages/default.aspx
https://healthychildren.org/english/safety-prevention/immunizations/pages/default.aspx
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/health-issues/conditions/COVID-19/Pages/getting-my-covid-vaccine-a-picture-story-for-kids.aspx?_ga=2.239200327.518392993.1675628006-1061460560.1516224658&_gl=1*km56fw*_ga*MTA2MTQ2MDU2MC4xNTE2MjI0NjU4*_ga_FD9D3XZVQQ*MTY3NTgwNjE3OS40OTUuMS4xNjc1ODA3OTA1LjAuMC4w


CAMPAIGN TOOLKITS

• Includes images, 
videos, infographics, etc –
some in Spanish

• Separate toolkits on 
Immunizations, COVID-
19, Flu and HPV





REFRAMING VACCINES

• AAP collaboration with Frameworks (social science research 
firm) on vaccine messaging

• Research using multiple methods – engaged 9,500 Americans 
in over 200 studies

• Not meant for one-on-one clinical interactions, but for broader 
messaging to the public to better understand immunization 
and be less susceptible to mis/disinformation



New report available now: 
"Reframing the Conversation About 
Child and Adolescent Vaccines"

https://www.frameworksinstitute.or
g/publication/reframing-the-
conversation-about-child-and-
adolescent-vaccinations/

Toolkit with practical resources also 
being developed

Reframing Vaccines

https://www.frameworksinstitute.org/publication/reframing-the-conversation-about-child-and-adolescent-vaccinations/
https://www.frameworksinstitute.org/publication/reframing-the-conversation-about-child-and-adolescent-vaccinations/
https://www.frameworksinstitute.org/publication/reframing-the-conversation-about-child-and-adolescent-vaccinations/
https://www.frameworksinstitute.org/publication/reframing-the-conversation-about-child-and-adolescent-vaccinations/


REFRAMING VACCINES
• Benefits of vaccination: shifting from individual benefit to 

collective benefit
• Talk about longer-term benefit on how vaccines can help 

children grow healthy and thrive
• How vaccines work: less focus on vaccine and more on how the 

vaccine teaches the immune system to respond using helpful 
metaphors
– Don't compare vaccines to war/fighting or medicine
– Do use metaphors like computer updates or literacy



UPCOMING PARTNERS CALL

• Save the Date: March 15 from 12-1 pm ET
• Frameworks researchers will be providing a 

webinar to discuss research findings with AAP 
partners

• Registration information to be shared when 
available



Opportunities for Collaboration



AIM/AAP PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

• Building relationships and ongoing 
communication between AAP Chapter and State 
IZ Programs, including CIRs
– Identify opportunities – such as decreasing 

administrative burden

• Public messaging around immunizations – using 
Frameworks findings



AIM/AAP PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES



QUESTIONS

James Baumberger jbaumberger@aap.org
Sunnah Kim skim@aap.org

mailto:jbaumberger@aap.org
mailto:skim@aap.org


THANK YOU!
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