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PROGRAM PRACTICES 

SUBMISSION FORM 
 

IMMUNIZATION PROGRAM PRACTICES INFORMATION 

 

Name: (as you want it to appear publicly)   Margaret C. Jones 

Email address:  margaretc.jones@ky.gov 

Program: (as you want it to appear publicly) Kentucky Immunization Program   
 

Does AIM have permission to share this information on the publicly accessible 
AIM website?  All materials submitted will be posted on the AIM website. 

_X_Yes              __No 

BULL’S-EYE AWARD 

Would you like for this submission to be considered for the 2019 AIM Bull’s- Eye 
Award?   

X__Yes              __No 

PROGRAM PRACTICE INFORMATION  

Title 
Hepatitis A Outbreak Forms and Guidance 

Keywords (up to 5 main terms/phrases that describe the practice) 
Hepatitis A; outbreak; homeless populations; jails, prisons, and correctional facilities; substance abuse 
 
Is this practice Evidence / Guideline Based? (if yes, please include reference below) _X_Yes              __No 

Reference:   

Background (scope of the immunization need or problem) 
Kentucky is currently experiencing the largest hepatitis A infection outbreak in recent history. The state average 
cases for the past five years is 19. From the outbreak declared in November 2017 to July 10, 2018 there have 
been 1,034 diagnosed cases of Hep A infection and seven related deaths in KY. The first cases identified were in 
the homeless and illicit drug user population.   
 
KY Department for Public Health’s (KDPH) first actions were to work with the Local Health Departments (LHDs) in 
the affected areas to: 

• Alert shelters in outbreak areas to presence of a cluster and the number of hepatitis A cases 
identified to be homeless  

• Follow up with shelters to determine if volunteers are used to serve food 

• Determine logistics of a vaccination clinic 

• Contact hospital EDs to request additional lab specimens be gathered for further testing at DLS if 
hepatitis A is suspected  

• Inquire about the availability of medical personnel at shelters 

• Contact CDC Hepatitis Program and Immunization Program for guidance and direction 

mailto:margaretc.jones@ky.gov
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• Reach out to California Department for Public Health regarding hepatitis A surveillance in homeless 
cases & request copies of materials they used and information on how they implemented 
immunization campaigns 
 

During the next months, we expanded our efforts to numerous LHDs across the state as the outbreak spread. 
We created forms, guidance documents, press releases, information for hospitals, educational materials, etc. 
(Many are attached below) 
 
As the hepatitis A outbreak continues to spread across the state, we are seeing multiple substance abuse 
treatment facilities and correctional facilities affected by cases. KDPH created packets of information to ensure 
those facilities serving the at-risk populations are equipped with the necessary tools to respond to hepatitis A 
cases. We sent files to our Regional Epidemiologist and LHD leads that include appropriate information for 
substance abuse treatment facilities (including directories of those facilities from the Office of the Inspector 
General), correctional facilities with cases, and correctional facilities that have not yet identified hepatitis A 
cases. We used 317 and state funds to assist counties in reaching the target populations and example of the 
Prioritization Process we used is in Implementation Activities.  

Program Practice Description  
Describe the practice goals and objectives.    
Decrease the spread of hepatitis A infection across the state; Increase HepA vaccine uptake in at risk 
populations; develop materials to assist the LHDs in this mission. 
 
We obtained the list of local correctional facilities to help determine the next several counties that should 
receive funding for their HAV response. Below we outlined the process we have been discussing in the Division 
of Epi, and attached the data. Counts are based on cases with lab collection dates on or after March 1, 2018 and 
through July 22, 2018.  
 
Prioritization Process 

1. Excluded counties that have already received KDPH funding allocations for hepA vaccine 
Counties excluded:  Jefferson; Boyd; Carter; Greenup; Bullitt; Montgomery; Hardin; Warren; Nelson; 
Meade; McCracken 

2. Sorted counties by count 
a. Selected counties that have 4 or more case 
b. Excluded counties without a local jail or SEP 

3. Sorted counties by incidence rate 
a. Selected counties that have an incidence rate of 10.0/100,000 or greater 
b. Excluded counties without a local jail or SEP 

4. Compared counties with a count of ≥4 and incidence rate of ≥10.0/100,000 
a. Counties with ≥4 cases and incidence rate of ≥10.0/100,000, and also have 1. a local jail or 2. SEP:  

Ballard; Grayson; Ohio; Rowan; Shelby; Whitley 
b. Counties with ≥4 cases or incidence rate of ≥10.0/100,000 and have 1. a local jail and 2. SEP: 

Fayette; Powell; Lincoln; Grant; Bourbon 
Based on this approach, we could select to fund those counties that show an increased number of cases (by 
frequency and incidence) that also have at least one environment that is able to target the at-risk population (a); 
and, those counties with an increased number of cases (by frequency or incidence) that have two appropriate 
environments to target the at-risk populations (b). This gives us a total of 11 counties to fund during this 2nd 
round.  
 
I think this is justifiable to our LHD’s and also ensures that we are able to target our at-risk populations.  
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What were the main implementation activities?    
Education of the public and vaccination of at risk population for Hepatitis A virus (such as homeless, illicit drug 
users, MSM, etc.), clinics at local jails and prisons, and vaccination foot teams to homeless sites, food kitchens, 
shelters, etc.  

Where and when did the practice take place?  
CDC Health Alert Network (HAN) Health Advisory 412:   Outbreak of Hepatitis A Virus (HAV) Infections among 
Persons Who Use Drugs and Persons Experiencing Homelessness (CDC – June 11)  
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and state health departments are investigating hepatitis A 
outbreaks in multiple states among persons reporting drug use and/or homelessness and their contacts. This 
Health Alert Network (HAN) Advisory alerts public health departments, healthcare facilities, and programs 
providing services to affected populations about these outbreaks of hepatitis A infections and provides 
guidance/recommendations to assist in identifying and preventing new infections.  Read full HAN: 
https://emergency.cdc.gov/han/han00412.asp  

How much staff time was involved?  
Outbreak continues thus am not able to provide the total amount 

What were the costs associated with the activity? What was the funding source?  
Outbreak is still in process. We have utilized State and 317 vaccine funds to date 

Identify the target population that the practice affected.  
Ky population at risk for Hepatitis A infection. 

If partners were involved, include who was involved, and how.   
LHD; Emergency Preparedness; Hospital Association; Department of Corrections; Restaurant Association; 
Regional Epidemiologists; Office of Communications; CDC -Immunizations; CDC-Viral Hepatitis; KY Viral Hepatitis 
Program; Reportable Disease Program; Robert Brawley, MD, MPH, FSHEA; Vaccine Manufactures- Merck & GSK; 
Healthcare Infection Control Program; KY State Public Laboratory; 
Office of Legal Services 

Timeframe of Implementation (Start and Stop Dates) 

November 2017- ongoing as of 7/10/18 
 
Evaluation Data: Was the implementation and/or effectiveness of this 
practice assessed? (if “yes” or “limited,” provide any data that is available) 

X__Yes         __No       __Limited 

Data:  Data is in Hepatitis-A-Outbreak-Vaccine-Weekly-Report.pdf 

Conclusions / Lessons Learned / Key Factors for Success 
 

Check if any of the following are being submitted to complement your submission: 
(All materials will be posted on the AIM website) 
__Testimonials 
__Quote from partner/participant  
X_Sample of materials produced 
X_Press release 
X_Promotional materials 
 

__Project photo(s) 
__Publication (e.g., news story, journal article) 
__Video/audio clip 
X_Website URL 
X_Tables or graphs 
__Other — Explain:     

Outreach materials are available at http://chfs.ky.gov/dph/hepatitis.htm  

(see next page for complete listing of materials) 

 
  

https://emergency.cdc.gov/han/han00412.asp
https://practices.immunizationmanagers.org/wordpress/index.php?gf-download=2018%2F07%2FHepatitis-A-Outbreak-Vaccine-Weekly-Report.pdf&form-id=1&field-id=25&hash=03f2400bbdcc05e34a04a60c435f3182e0f62a8be18b532105068df0129637de
http://chfs.ky.gov/dph/hepatitis.htm


 

4 | P a g e  

 

 

• KY17-089_DIV-EPI-FINAL_week25.pdf 
• Hepatitis-PEF-Draft-629.rtf 
• 2018-04-Hepatitis-A-Recommendations-for-Food-Service-Workers-Final.pdf 
• emergency-transport.pdf 
• HANalert3.20.18.pdf 
• Hep-A-Outbreak-Funding-Request.doc 
• KY17-089-Outbreak-Case-Defintion_022118_County_Dist_031018.docx 
• 2018-Hepatitis-A-Signs-and-Symptoms.pptx 
• Hepatitis-A-Outbreak-Vaccine-Weekly-Report.pdf 
• 2017-1031-Excel-Calculators-for-Timelines-Used-in-a-LHD-Investigation.xlsx 
• Flu-Clinic-Mass-Event-Quick-Guide.docx 
• Acute-Hepatitis-A-Work-Aid-for-LHD-Staff.pdf 
• HepAvariables.pdf 
• p3035.pdf 
• hepatitis_a.pdf 
• hepatitis_b.pdf 
• HAV-Standing-Order.pdf 
• State_Plan-for-Outbreak-HepA-vacccine-request.xlsx 
• 2018-Provider-Manual-IV-SH.DOCX 
• FoodHandlerNotificationTemplate_Elevated-Risk.docx 
• FoodHandlerNotificationTemplate_Low-Risk.docx 
• HepAFlyer.pdf 

 

https://practices.immunizationmanagers.org/wordpress/index.php?gf-download=2018%2F07%2FKY17-089_DIV-EPI-FINAL_week25.pdf&form-id=1&field-id=25&hash=3b46fafe4d055ea4a2a36cd156273c20a6a5673fefd1b6e485bb5d3c36d1d3e9
https://practices.immunizationmanagers.org/wordpress/index.php?gf-download=2018%2F07%2FHepatitis-PEF-Draft-629.rtf&form-id=1&field-id=25&hash=64664d981a9b0507fbdfdbf98983448e9f415d5ce98c0f6e80a37ac4d77c17cd
https://practices.immunizationmanagers.org/wordpress/index.php?gf-download=2018%2F07%2F2018-04-Hepatitis-A-Recommendations-for-Food-Service-Workers-Final.pdf&form-id=1&field-id=25&hash=e76fbd1e62a5c2763ade4c903e8fc0edb8f5240ab164aa4c79aba948808b7a94
https://practices.immunizationmanagers.org/wordpress/index.php?gf-download=2018%2F07%2Femergency-transport.pdf&form-id=1&field-id=25&hash=d7ff9b81e866b782bd6f6bf2f6c7c3f5f781db72c2927fd55334d217dba0fc77
https://practices.immunizationmanagers.org/wordpress/index.php?gf-download=2018%2F07%2FHANalert3.20.18.pdf&form-id=1&field-id=25&hash=597d28e0ea88a9665d781ad36777d6cf3421441fe605de8a327375444eac201c
https://practices.immunizationmanagers.org/wordpress/index.php?gf-download=2018%2F07%2FHep-A-Outbreak-Funding-Request.doc&form-id=1&field-id=25&hash=7f2179231b55d28882ce18187049e04382eb3a6047434f695ae8aaa3f8e897cd
https://practices.immunizationmanagers.org/wordpress/index.php?gf-download=2018%2F07%2FKY17-089-Outbreak-Case-Defintion_022118_County_Dist_031018.docx&form-id=1&field-id=25&hash=e4b7e5cc2d782b5caeef66c366355767c2e20ecd41ecb6c9f99b58897eb4cc3d
https://practices.immunizationmanagers.org/wordpress/index.php?gf-download=2018%2F07%2F2018-Hepatitis-A-Signs-and-Symptoms.pptx&form-id=1&field-id=25&hash=b136d39d5795f69804ae90df0c68fa2beff6f425b5fd5a9e0818709b872f8eb6
https://practices.immunizationmanagers.org/wordpress/index.php?gf-download=2018%2F07%2FHepatitis-A-Outbreak-Vaccine-Weekly-Report.pdf&form-id=1&field-id=25&hash=03f2400bbdcc05e34a04a60c435f3182e0f62a8be18b532105068df0129637de
https://practices.immunizationmanagers.org/wordpress/index.php?gf-download=2018%2F07%2F2017-1031-Excel-Calculators-for-Timelines-Used-in-a-LHD-Investigation.xlsx&form-id=1&field-id=25&hash=569498a9a1f9a8d4566df0492b27f3e19e1e0ab185b23e077350ae488eb2d76a
https://practices.immunizationmanagers.org/wordpress/index.php?gf-download=2018%2F07%2FFlu-Clinic-Mass-Event-Quick-Guide.docx&form-id=1&field-id=25&hash=f07a8a06118479d2d5ba2455a10932d39171af90490ca25b7dccb663eae42a92
https://practices.immunizationmanagers.org/wordpress/index.php?gf-download=2018%2F07%2FAcute-Hepatitis-A-Work-Aid-for-LHD-Staff.pdf&form-id=1&field-id=25&hash=04681057331b99e1841b0bbbfeb0932226b6f7199d32540a390da9a2c1282ed2
https://practices.immunizationmanagers.org/wordpress/index.php?gf-download=2018%2F07%2FHepAvariables.pdf&form-id=1&field-id=25&hash=9685b632aad9a9d89a2dd7fcf72e5e6f98997e4688d122267267f8b631276db5
https://practices.immunizationmanagers.org/wordpress/index.php?gf-download=2018%2F07%2Fp3035.pdf&form-id=1&field-id=25&hash=94e1d6f691f9963095abf2039358e994dc790c6d3026a1f07867d786f6c271da
https://practices.immunizationmanagers.org/wordpress/index.php?gf-download=2018%2F07%2Fhepatitis_a.pdf&form-id=1&field-id=25&hash=3b27b0d871db5e00a99a91fc6af839ba9bb2891de60f6dbd79796e04b503f6be
https://practices.immunizationmanagers.org/wordpress/index.php?gf-download=2018%2F07%2Fhepatitis_b.pdf&form-id=1&field-id=25&hash=7c7aebd08234d719d88526edceeb2b249b607d5cc6aa285e9f078a6c3e3f1e95
https://practices.immunizationmanagers.org/wordpress/index.php?gf-download=2018%2F07%2FHAV-Standing-Order.pdf&form-id=1&field-id=25&hash=af2f60a29233d27abb6e1aa65a62891bcdac115def79faa444180c991fcb83ac
https://practices.immunizationmanagers.org/wordpress/index.php?gf-download=2018%2F07%2FState_Plan-for-Outbreak-HepA-vacccine-request.xlsx&form-id=1&field-id=25&hash=6367217d40bb6c3456b9874e08b8719f571b4af41c81fa8d1d740c7846249c8e
https://practices.immunizationmanagers.org/wordpress/index.php?gf-download=2018%2F07%2F2018-Provider-Manual-IV-SH.DOCX&form-id=1&field-id=25&hash=676cc43882a64c5eb3d1465fc695329ac6e9249f4ba61a07c66108dddf68d74f
https://practices.immunizationmanagers.org/wordpress/index.php?gf-download=2018%2F07%2FFoodHandlerNotificationTemplate_Elevated-Risk.docx&form-id=1&field-id=25&hash=e9659fff3cd18e9b933dee4d460c6528d3f723a7a9e26e46211cca79f6998a50
https://practices.immunizationmanagers.org/wordpress/index.php?gf-download=2018%2F07%2FFoodHandlerNotificationTemplate_Low-Risk.docx&form-id=1&field-id=25&hash=bf895f525e57b57b4916cc673a337be0ac3f5ba4d4aa5adb1fb280ef2e225981
https://practices.immunizationmanagers.org/wordpress/index.php?gf-download=2018%2F07%2FHepAFlyer.pdf&form-id=1&field-id=25&hash=aa9b9bd0398f7edc11003dc864c76509e2b311d22e060fd26dca89526192bf14

