Free, Local, Underserved Project

The Oregon Immunization Program (OIP) is the lead agency in an emerging statewide immunization coalition focused on vaccine-preventable diseases.  OIP contributes .75 FTE and houses the Oregon Adult Immunization Coalition (OAIC) within the program.  

The OAIC works in partnership with the Oregon Immunization Program to provide clinical education to health care providers statewide.  This project brings access to vaccines to communities that face barriers to accessing preventive care.  Sites reached include:  migrant worker camps, homeless shelters, food banks, community health fairs, low-income students, and non-English speakers.

The OAIC began the Free, Local, Underserved project in 2002 when coalition leaders were approached by several agencies that had a surplus of influenza vaccine and were having difficulty finding a conduit to homeless-services and other community service providers.  The OAIC was able to find community nurse volunteers to be trained by OIP clinicians and bring no-cost vaccination to over 300 people who probably would not have been able to afford vaccination.

Since that time, the project has grown into an exciting clinical training opportunity for student Nurses, Pharmacists, Physicians.  The project has been incorporated into curriculum of 12 schools statewide.  During the H1N1 response, many of these schools were called upon and were already trained (instructors and students) to properly administer, store, and handle vaccines as well as coordinate and implement large-scale clinics.   In addition, the OIP and OAIC volunteers created several training videos to support students and volunteers that were involved in various H1N1 clinics.

The project gathers vaccine and clinical supplies from donations, Federal programs, and partner agencies.  The OAIC has also become adept at helping various agencies use vaccine that will expire before use.  In 2009, over 6,500 vaccines (Tdap, Hep A/B, pneumonia, and influenza) were provided at 137 community clinics.  OAIC works with 12 Nursing and Pharmacy schools to implement clinics as part of their students’ clinical rotations.

A small number of community service sites have undergone training and storage equipment upgrades in order to provide vaccinations to their clients routinely.  The majority of clinics implemented are done so using high-tech portable vaccine units and a POD-style clinic setup.  The portability allows clinics to reach the populations at community events, health fairs, food banks, homeless shelters, migrant worker camps, or other non-medical sites.

This partnership has expanded the capacity of OAIC to train clinicians on proper vaccination, has brought an exciting learning experience to our participating schools, and has furthered Oregon’s ability to respond to disease outbreaks on short notice.  The project has also helped reduce the cost of unused vaccine stock and the burden of disease in people that are least able to access vaccination.  The project has been recognized at two national conferences and has become an excellent conduit for Oregon Public Health Division to better understand the challenges faced by community providers of adult immunizations.

To learn more about OAIC go to www.OregonImmunization.org 

