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A little 

history 



excerpt from 

presentation 

at 2001 NIC 

CASA Limitations 

• Limited # of data entry fields 

• # of doses assessed only - minimum 

spacing/age not considered 

• Standard reports difficult to understand 

& interpret for users 



CASA issues led to development of 

ImmAGE 

• Alaska-developed application 

• CASA-like  

• “Snapshot” assessment in medical setting 

• Used for 3 years/ useful, but: 

 -  Labor intensive to keep updated 

 -  Significant improvements to CASA/CoCASA 

Immunization Assessment and Goal Evaluation  



School & Child Care 

Facility Assessment 

Historically: 

• School/child care staff wrote info on EACH child, 

mailed to Program for review 

• Time-consuming, low response rate (no surprise!) 

Results? 

• Incomplete surveys 

• Inaccurate data 

• Low and slow response from schools/cc 

Next: 

• Self surveys with aggregate data (per CDC survey criteria) 



Increasing complexity of immunizations 

• Growth of ACIP recommendations 

• Alaska emphasis on  #  &  spacing of doses 

• 2001 – 5 new vaccine requirements  

 





Responding to 

Program Needs 

• IT staff looking for ways to facilitate Program 

• Developed  computerized compliance tool 

• Built upon ImmAGE logic, but modified for 

school/child care use 

 

  
→  Self  ImmAGE 



Self ImmAGE 

What is it? 

• User-friendly electronic application  

• Performs complex calculations to determine 

compliance with school/cc regulations 

• Initially, shared via CDs 

• Web-based as of December 2009 

 

  



Self ImmAGE 

How does it help? 

• Performs complex calculations for compliance 

• Forecasts future needs 

• Reduces staff anxiety 

• Provides simple mechanisms for F/U with parents 

• Eases submission of required reports 

 

 

  



Self ImmAGE 

Why not just use IIS? 

• IIS – for medical recommendations 

SI – for compliance with school reqts 

• SI developed to assist NON-medical staff 

• No data sharing/central repository, so: 

 – No FERPA issues 

 – No need for security contracts or user agreements 

 

 

  



Home Page 



SEARCH 

Selection 

Tools 





STUDENTS 

 

Data entry 

screen 

for new 

students 



Child in 

compliance 

with state 

regulations 

Additional 

information 

available 



Child out of 

compliance 

with state 

regulations 



Additional Resources 

Available for End Users 

• Parent Letter 

• Exclusion Letter 

• Reports 

 – Exemption/Disease History List 

 – Immunization History List 

 – Non-Compliant Child List 

 – State-Required Annual Report 

 

 

 

 



Parent Letter 

Selections 



Exclusion Letter 

Selections 



Reports 

Exemption/ 

Disease 

History 

List 



Reports 

Immunization 

History List 

  or  

Non- 

Compliant 

Child List 

shown for one child, but both lists 

include all applicable children in facility 



State-Required Report: 

Annual Self Assessment Survey 
  (automatically populates appropriate fields based on 

individual child records entered for facility) 

Sample for 1st grade 



Results 

In facilities where used: 

• On-site audits indicate increased compliance 

• Audits easier to conduct 

• Accurately completed surveys ↑ 15% 

 



Results 

• Quicker response from: 

 -  Schools & child care facilities 

 -  Immunization Program 

• Assists w/ prioritization of site visits 

• More accurate information (e.g., exemption figures) 

• Survey fields completed 

• Improved legibility (easier, more efficient data entry)  

 

 



Improved Communications 

LESS time: 

• Spent training on complicated schedules 

• Needed to explain non-compliance or spacing 

issues with medical providers, who recognize 

letters as state-developed product  

 

 

 

MORE time: 

• To discuss other compliance requirements 

• To discuss other immunization concerns 

 (e.g., staff/adult immunizations) 

 

 

 



Partnerships/ 

Public Perception 

• Seen as providing valuable tool supporting their 

efforts to comply (not just “enforcement”) 

• Users feel “heard” (much of program’s functionality 

based on user needs & feedback) 

• Stronger partnerships 

 -  Child care licensing (help enforce reqts) 

 -  Schools (District staff want schools to comply) 

     -  PHNs  (Provides tools they can use in schools w/o trained 

health personnel & in communities where health care not 

always available ) 



Popularity/ 

Acceptance 

Since web-based version implemented: 

• Used in over 450 facilities 

 –  more than ½ of available schools & CCs 

 –  more than double # users of CD version 

• 36 active users in one 20-minute timeframe (IT staff 

surprised at usage for publicly utilized State appn) 

• Due to simplicity, CC support program used for basic 

computer class for staff w/ English as 2nd language 

 



Overwhelming 

PR Success 

Pre-School Director 

“This makes things so much easier for us!  I  

remember having to do all of these calculations 

by hand.  Filling out the forms and getting to the 

end…it was AWFUL!” 

Note:  This provider has been 100% compliant during audits  

regulations in the 5 years she has been using Self ImmAGE. 



Interested in learning more? 



http://www.hss.state.ak.us/apps/sagepublic/ 

 

Username:  aim 

Password:  aimaim 

→ 

http://www.hss.state.ak.us/apps/sagepublic/


→ 



Information 

Lorraine Alfsen 

Alaska Immunization Program 

lorraine.alfsen@alaska.gov 

(907) 269-8066 

mailto:lorraine.alfsen@alaska.gov


Thank You 

Lorraine 

Alfsen 

Dennis 

Brown 

Joy 

Bigelow 


